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PROVENANCE RESEARCH: 

  

CERL Thesaurus 

Material Evidence in Incunabula 
Index Possessorum Incunabulorum 

Early Bookowners in Britain 

Can You Help? 
Links to online provenance resources 



PROVENANCE QUESTIONS 
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1. Use of provenance evidence to enhance our knowledge of the early 

use of books: 

Which books were printed in Venice and exported, purchased, and used 

in Germany or Poland in the fifteenth century?  

 
Or printed in Nuremberg and used in Italy in the 16c? 
And used by whom? 

How? 
How much did early printed books cost? 

Were there any female readers? 

And what kind of books were purchased by students, lawyers, or priests, 
in the 15th, 16th or later centuries, in Italy, France or anywhere else? 

Which mathematical editions were acquired by religious institutions?  

Who was buying Ptolemy in the Renaissance? Who was 
collecting it in the 18c? 



PROVENANCE QUESTIONS 
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2. Use of provenance evidence to track dispersed collections: 

Where are today the books once owned by Angelo Poliziano, or the 

Benedictines of San Giorgio of Venice? 

The Bodleian Library today preserves one book from San Cerbone, 

Lucca. Where are the others? 

Can we quantify the amount of 15c printed books which entered 

European and American collections as a direct consequence of the 

dissolution of religious institutions and their libraries in the 18c and 19c? 

3. Use of provenance evidence to track the dissemination of texts, that is 

their reception 

Where were distributed, who purchased and annotated the copies of 

Ptolemy’s Cosmographia?  

 

4. Use of provenance evidence to identify ownership:  

Coat of arms, inscriptions, ex libris, historical shelfmarks, bindings, etc. 



15cBOOKTRADE PROJECT 

 

1. Distribution, trade routes, use and reception 

of books 

2. Transmission and dissemination of the texts 

3. Contemporary sales and prices  

4. Circulation and re-use of Illustration 
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Incunabula (1450-1500) 

c.30,000 editions 

c.450,000 surviving copies 

c.4,000 public libraries 
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Their bibliographic records: ISTC 
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Typographic information: GW 
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Material Evidence 
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Copy specific information today: 
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Evidence of  International Trade 
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Aristoteles, Opera 

Venice: Andreas Torresanus and Bartholomaeus 

Blavis, 1483 

(Bodleian Library) 

 

•South German decoration, 15th c 

 

•Weissenau, Praemonstratensians 

 

•Germany? unidentified arms, 16/17th c? 

 

•Samuel Butler (1774-1839) 

 

•Bodleian: Purchased at the Butler’s sale for 

£18. 0. 0. 

 



Evidence of  National Trade 
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Iste liber est mei 

christoferi 

schewrlij 

nure[nbergensis] 

quod partim emi 

rome anno Iubilei 

partim bon[onie] 

et v[alet] totus 

cum ligatura 

bon[oninorum] 35. 

Laus deo 

J. Pomponius Laetus, Romanae historiae compendium, Venice: 

Bern. de Vitalibus, 23 Apr. 1499 (Bodleian Library) 



http://incunabula.cerl.org 
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http://incunabula.cerl.org 
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SPACE 
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TIME 

Goettingen, 25 Feb. 2015 35 



GENDER / STATUS 
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PROFESSION 
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ROLE 
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TYPE OF PROVENANCE 

EVIDENCE 
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Link to images 

of  provenance 

evidence here? 



DECORATION /  

MANUSCRIPT NOTES 
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METHOD OF ACQUISITION 

Purchase 

Donation 

Bequest 

Exchange 

Institutional Transfer 
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STAMPS / HIST. SHELFMARK / 

PRICE 
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Innovative Approach to sources 

Converting physical evidence into 

historical evidence 

Capturing the movement of the books as 

evidence of trade and use by tagging 

geographically and chronologically 

Integration of provenance records from 

different sources: book-in-hand, paper 

catalogues, and soon, electronic ones 
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OBJECTIVES: 

Extensive, systematic quantitative analysis 

of thousands of high quality records 

To identify, and visualize: 

  Trends of distribution and use 

 The reception and use of books: social 

history 

 The reconstruction of dispersed 

collections and libraries 
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MEI 
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 Record and research copy specific evidence 

(provenance, decoration, binding, marginalia, 

etc.) 

 in combination with bibliographical evidence, 

derived from Incunabula Short Title Catalogue 

(BL) 

 4596 editions in 9100 copies (21 Jan. 2015) 

 Over 70 libraries in Europe and US 

Freely accessible 

Maintained by CERL 

 

  

 

 



METADATA FOR IMAGES OF 

PROVENANCE 

 SOURCE 

 LOCATION OF PROV. EVIDENCE IN SOURCE 

 KIND OF PROV. EVIDENCE 

 IDENTIFICATION STATUS 

 IDENTIFICATION OF PERSON / INSTITUTION 

/ ARTIST / ROLE  

DESCRIPTION OF PROV. EVIDENCE 

METADATA ADMINISTRATION 
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SOURCE 

The book which contains the evidence 
 Holding Institution – Where the book is kept 

 Shelfmark 

 MEI n°  For Incunables, the number of the copy record in MEI   

 Links Opac Copy specific descriptions (i.e. Bod-Inc or SOLO)  

 Links Other Provenance Websites  (IPI/EBOB etc) 

 Volume – In case the same shelfmark refers to more than one volume 

 Author/Editor – Author or editor of the book 

 Title – Title of the book 

 Imprint – Place of printing (in English): Name of the printer (normally in 

Latin, see ISTC), year of printing 

 Link to bibliographic source – For the edition (i.e. ISTC, HPB, Edit16). 

 Geographic Area – Country of printing of bibliographical source (with GEO-

COORDINATES)  

 Date by Century – Century that the book was printed  
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Location of  provenance in source 

In which part of the book the evidence is found?  
 Front Cover 

 Rear Cover  

 Front Pastedown 

 Rear Pastedown 

 Front Endleaves 

 Rear Endleaves 

 Textblock  Free text window for folium number 

 Spine 

 Upper Edge 

 Lower Edge 

 Fore-hedge 

 Titlepage 

 Table of Contents 

 Insertion – Documents/pieces of paper inserted in the book 

 Binding Case  
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Kind of  provenance evidence 

What is it? 
 Ownership Inscription (Handwritten) 

 Owner’s mark/monogram 

 Motto 

 Emblem  

 Coat of Arms 

 Ex Libris (Bookplate) 

 Stamp 

 Old Shelfmark  

 Accession Mark   

 Decession Mark  

 Decoration 

 Binding 

 Binding Waste 

 Seal 

 Marginalia 

 Manuscript Annotation about the Book  Bibliographical 

 Purchase Information  Price 

 Purchase Information  Sale Record 

 Seller’s Mark  Manuscript/Printed label etc.  

 Seller’s Note 
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Identification Status 

Are we able to identify the author of the evidence 

or the person/institution the evidence is related to? 

Unidentified – It might be identified but I didn’t 

manage to 

Partially Identified 

Identified 

Unread – It is legible but I can’t understand it 

Illegible  

Anonymous – Contains no elements for 

identification 
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Identification of  person/institution 

Role 

 Person (linked to CT)  Name of the person related to the evidence 

 Institution (linked to CT)  Name of institution related to the evidence 

 Artist (linked to CT)  Name of the artist linked to the evidence  

 ROLE: Role of the person listed before within the evidence 

 Present Owner 

 Former Owner 

 Bookseller 

 Donor 

 Annotator  

 Auction House  

 Librarian 

 Notary 

 Rubricator 

 Illuminator 

 Artist 

 Binder 
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Description of  Provenance Evidence 

Material characteristics IN COMBINATION 

 Manuscript  

 Printed 

 Autograph 

 Intaglio 

 Woodcut 

 Metalcut 

 Armorial 

 Pencil 

 Black Ink 

 Red Ink 

 Green Ink 

 Brown Ink 

 Blue Ink 

 Ink Others  Different combinations/multicoloured 

 Blind 
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Venice, Bibl. Nazionale Marciana: 
Venice, Descalced Carmelites, 
Convento di Santa Maria di 
Nazareth, 1649-1810  
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Description of  Provenance Evidence 

 Transcription  For inscriptions, mottos, bookplates with 

a written part 

 Language  Insert separate fields for different 

languages? In case one inscription contains more than 

one language 

 Date (exact), if present 

 Controlled Keywords  That will determine the 

searchability of the description 

 Iconclass code  Controlled and shared language for 

description of images/figurative representations. It has to 

be linked with the Controlled Keywords (see above) 
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Description of  Provenance Evidence 

Artistic Style  for images 

 Neapolitan 

 French 

 German 

 English 

 Dutch 

 Venetian 

 Florentine 

Graphic Style  for inscriptions 

 Gothic 

 Cursive 

 Humanistic 

 Italian 

 English 

 French 

 German 
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Description of  Provenance Evidence 

Size  H x W in mm  

Shape Square 

Shape Round 

Shape Oval 

Shape Free Text 
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NETWORK OF SCHOLARS AND 

LIBRARIANS 

4/2/2015 60 
Johannes Regiomontanus, Calendario, Venice: E. Ratdolt et al., 1476. Columbia, Butler 
Library, R-103 



Rome, S. Pietro in Vincoli, Canons of  

the Lateran 

 2,000 volumes in Rome, National Library (out 

of 15,000?); 662 catalogued with that 

provenance – CTcnc00011772 entry links out 

to them 

1 in Naples, Bibl. Nazionale 

1 John Carter Brown Library (from IPI) 

*** Paris, BnF (from IPI) 

2 in regional French libraries (from IPI) 

1 Columbia Univ. 
4/2/2015 61 

http://thesaurus.cerl.org/cgi-bin/record.pl?rid=cnc00011772


CERL-IFLA RBSP CONFERENCE 

A coordinated approach to recording 

and searching provenance records and 

images: moving forward 

London, The Warburg Institute, 11 March 2015 

Organised by Raphaële Mouren and Cristina Dondi 

Sponsored by IFLA RBSC, The Warburg Institute, 

CERL, 15cBOOKTRADE, CILIP 

Speakers from the US, UK, France, Belgium, Germany, 

Italy and Spain 
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Speakers 

 Laura Aydelotte, University of Pennsylvania, Kislak Center for Special 

Collections, POP (Provenance Online Project) 

 Béatrice Delestre, Bibl .de L’Institut de France, French Provenance 

Research Working Group, association BiblioPat 

 Pierre Delsaerdt, University of Antwerp and CERL Director 

 Cristina Dondi, CERL and 15cBOOKTRADE 

 Alexandra Franklin, Centre for the Study of the Book, Bodleian Library, 

Oxford 

 Raphaële Mouren, The Warburg Institute, London 

 Philip Oldfield, Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library, University of Toronto 

 Maria Osuna, Universidad de Salamanca 

 Michaela Scheibe, Staatsbibliothek, Berlin 

 Marina Venier, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Rome  

 Hanno Wijsman, Biblissima, IRHT, Paris 
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Topics addressed 

 The historical framework: why are we gathering provenance 

data? Why do we need to work together? 

What we have, what we need 

 The contributed model: scholars, libraries, and research 

institutions together 

Metadata: an agreed model/structure; Interoperability; 

Controlled terminology? 

 Challenges: the description of coat of arms 
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Venice, Benedictines, S. Georgius maior  
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Iste liber est monachorum congregationis S. Justine de Padua deputatus in S. Georgii 
maioris Venetiarum | .773. 



Venice, Benedictines, S. Georgius maior 
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Biblia Latina 
Venice: Franciscus Renner, 1480 
 
Bodleian Library, Auct. M 2.12 
Bod-inc B-275 
 
German style decoration 



Other surviving copies are today in: 

from Bod-inc 

 Oxford, Bodleian Library:  Johannes Crastonus, Lexicon Graeco-latinum, [Milan]: 
Bonus Accursius, [not after 28 Mar. 1478]. "Iste liber est monasterii sancti Georgii 
maioris ... numero 708"; purchased in 1824 for £10. 10. 0. (Bod-inc C-470) 

 Oxford Bodleian Library: Franciscus de Platea, Opus restitutionum, usurarum, 
excommunicationum, [Venice]: Bartholomaeus Cremonensis, 1472. "Iste liber est 
... deputatus monasterio sancti Georgii maioris ... no. 619"; purchased in 1831 
from Thomas Thorpe for £0. 10. 0. (Bod-inc P-334(1))   

 Oxford Bodleian Library: Plautus, Comoediae, Venice: Simon Bevilaqua, 17 Sept. 
1499. "Reuerendus dominus Andreas Mocenicus prothonotarius apostolicus pro 
anime sue salute diui Georgii maioris cenobio dicauit signatus C.115". Purchased in 
1956 from McLeish. (Bod-inc P-356(2)) 
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from Needham’s Index Possessorum 

Incunabulorum 

 Cambridge, University Library 

 Harvard Univ., Houghton Library 

 Copenhagen, Royal Library 

 Uppsala, University Library 

 Lucca, Biblioteca Statale 

 Edinburgh, University Library 

 London, Valmadonna Collection 

 Subiaco, Biblioteca Statale del Monumento di Santa Scolastica 
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From CIBN unpublished Index 

Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France: 

15 copies 
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From MEI 

Padua, Biblioteca Universitaria: 32 copies 

Padua, Seminario vescovile: 2 copies (dec ev) 

Brescia, Bibl. Queriniana: 5 copies 

London, BL: 1 copy (not in BMC) 
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recently surfaced 

Livius, Historiae Romanae decades, 

Venice: Vindelinus de Spira, 1470. Folio 

(il00238000) 

on sale Sotheby's 5/6 June 2013, lot 209, 

the property of William 6th Lord Monson 

(not listed in 19th-century lists) 
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Oslo National Library, CERL Meetings 28 October 2014 72 
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28 October 2014 Oslo National Library, CERL Meetings 80 
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